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him to reduce the area under particular crops for a number of
years. While this is the method that has been pursued for some
time past in the U.S.A. and Canada with regard to wheat,
the principal sugar-exporting countries of the world have also
recently decided to stabilize the price of sugar through the reduc-
tion of output and export. Similar methods of financial assistance
combined with the limitation and regulation of the production of
the principal crops might as well be adopted in India with a view
to alleviating the acute economic distress among the agricultural
population.1 Moreover, the Provincial Administrations in the
Punjab, the United Provinces, the Central Provinces, Bombay
and Burma have also wisely decided in the current year (1931-
32) to make large remissions of land revenue as a measure of
relief to the agriculturists. When these direct methods of
assistance and relief are not only available but also being
actually applied over large areas, it is neither wise nor necessary
to rely upon the doubtful efficacy of a tariff as a measure of
relief to a very small section of the agricultural population.
And lastly, since sugar-cane covers only i per cent of the total
cropped area (2-7 million out of 262 million acres in 1928-29),
and 3 -4 per cent of the total irrigated cropped area (i -7 million
out of 49-08 million acres in 1928-29) in British India,2 it
would be a gross exaggeration to state and a dangerous delusion
to believe that the two tremendous problems of agricultural
relief and revenue collection in a period of widespread economic
distress and social and political unrest either could be or would
be solved through the artificial maintenance of a comparatively
high price for sugar-cane in the country.
(d) It is neither desirable, nor necessary, nor again possible,
to safeguard the cultivation of sugar-cane in Southern India.
The ambitious and all-pervading scheme of sugar protection
in India is intended not only to promote intensive agriculture,
1 It may be noted that both the Government as well as the jute interests
of Bengal are now planning to stabilise the price of jute through the reduction
of its cultivation for a number of years.
* Agricultural Statistics of British India, 1928-29.